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| gave my youngest daughters a bowl of
Goldfish crackers. Apparently, these little
fishies wanted their freedom. Each and
every fish jumped out of the bowl and onto
the floor. Well, what better way to catch
these errant fish than to stomp the living
fishiness out of them. Four little feet
squished, squished, and squashed those
poor harmless fish. While the girls stomped,
they laughed. They laughed so loud that the
older girls ran into the room to see what the
fuss was about. Soon, ten little feet were
smashing fish, laughing so hard that | just
had to join in. Hmmm. It was actually fun in
a crunchy sort of way. We jumped, we
stomped, and we smashed those little fish
right into the carpet. (I think | even found
some in the basement later.) When |
realized the laughter had stopped, | glanced
up. Five pairs of eyes were staring at ME.
AWhat 2?0 | asked.
us?0 they replied.

Il think we missed a

The school year went by so fast. |
hope that my children remember the fun
things they did, friends they have made, and
the lessons they have learned. Give your
children the greatest gift of all this summer:
1) Your laughter. 2) Your support. 3) Your
time. 4) Your love.

Children remember the little things
that we do. Go to the library this summer.
Read a book together. Take long walks and
talk, talk, talk. Have a great summer. See
you in August.

| hope all of the fathers have a fantastic tool
and tie filyed

Farewell to all of our fifth graders and their
parents. Best wishes as you begin your
journey through junior high.

| want to thank the members of the board,
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the committee chairpersons, supporters and
volunteers. Without you, we would not have
been able to give our children so much this
year.

Special thanks to Mary Rymek for being a
big part of our PTO
help has been invaluable.

| wanted to thank a few parents that have
been an invaluable part of our PTO for many
years. First, | want to thank Meg Bialka. She
came on the board with a few other parents
and me when there was no one available to
help out. She immediately took charge of
her position and did a fantastic job of
keeping us organized and informed. Thank
you, Meg, for being there when we needed
you most. | appreciate all you have done for
me and for our children. | am going to miss
going to
matter of

has been a fixture at our school for over 18
years. She has dedicated her time and
energyforsomany year s
how she will ever go on without us.
(Will you, Debbie?) Short of having her
daughter flunk fifth grade (I wish | could talk
the teachers into it.), there is no way of
keeping her here with us. | appreciate all of
the guidance you have given me over the
years and you will be greatly missed.

Lastly, thank you to Mrs. Novak and the

entire teaching staff for their support in

helping us reach our goals this year.
Da

Michelle Bolek, Fernway PTO President

While we try to teach our ch  ildren all about
life,
Our children teach us what life is all about

~Angela Schwindt
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Leaving to Learn, Learning to Leave. |
heard those words for the first time from our
class valedictorian in a crowded, hot
auditorium while | anxiously waited for my
coveted high school diploma. Of course |
understood that | was leaving to learn, but |
had to learn to leave? Needless to say, the
impact of that final sentence was understood
loud and clear when | started college that
fall. Gone were my familiar surroundings
that | had become accustomed to for the
past four years. Gone were the friendly
faces that | had seen in the hallways and
classrooms. | felt my classmates and myself
were suddenly turned loose and scattered in
every possible direction. Over time |
adjusted and moved on in my journey of life.
This brings to mind our fifth grade students
who will be moving on to Prairie View in
August. For the first time in their lives they
will experience an ending in their lives, but
at the same time, anticipate a new
beginning.

When | look at my son and his
classmates, | am really amazed at all they
have learned in the short time they have
lived. These children had to learn our
language so they could express themselves
to others. They had to learn to sit, crawl,
stand, walk, run, jump, and dance. They
have learned reading, writing, and
arithmetic. These children had to learn to
get along with each other as well as the
adults in their lives. Sometimes this meant
tolerating someone who was difficult. They
also had to learn to accept criticism,
rejection, and humiliation, as well as praise
and affirmation. Wow! All this in just ten or
eleven years! You must think that each
child is a unigue miracle. We are blessed to
celebrate their continued journey through life
and meet the challenges that lie ahead.
Fernway School had provided a solid
foundation from which they will build the rest
of their lives.
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Before | move on in my journey | would
like to thank Michelle Bolek for having faith
in me that | could handle the awesome
responsibility that
sure some thought she experienced a
moment of temporary insanity!) | wish the
entire board continued success in benefiting
the children of this community. | will miss
each and every one of you and it was an
honor to serve Fernway with you.
| wish Maureen Scumaci the best of luck
with her position as Secretary. May you find
this position as rewarding as | had.

( Remember, l 6m just
also appreciated the help that Michelle
Bolek, Ruth Hansel, Debbie Puckett, Marilyn
Sciortino, Alex Gajda, and Mary Rymek
provided to me to take my son to school
each morning, or being there when | could
not arrive in time from work. Thank you
ladies for your extreme generosity, without
you, Michael may not have been able to
participate in patrol, the plays, or the
Student Council meetings. Being a part of
this board proved there are still wonderful
people in this world. Lastly, | want to thank
Mrs. Novak and the staff for their continued
support of the P.T.O. organization. | want
to thank Mrs. Winblad for making my minute
copies, copies of letters to go home with the
students, and honoring special requests |
had made. | do not really know what
Fernway school will do if you ever retire!
For the parents | leave behind, please
continue to support your P.T.O. because
without your support, this organization could
not do everything they do to benefit your
children.

Have a wonderful, safe summer with your
children. Make happy memories and make
your time together something that counts!
Fernway School will always have a special
place in my heart. Farewell to a school that
had brought me so many happy memories
these past eleven years because like it or
not, | have to be ready to move on again in
my journey of life.

Meg Bialka, Fernway P.T.O. Secretary
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Introducing the 2009 -2010 PTO

Executive Board

Nominations for the 2009-2010 PTO
Executive Board positions closed on

May 1%, There was an election for the
offices of Vice President and Second
Secretary. The executive board appointed
the Treasurer. There was one year left for
the office of Secretary, that position was
appointed as well.

The new officers for the 2009-2010 PTO
Executive Board are:

Father’s Day
Important Upcoming Events
June 4 Awards Day 1:30 PM
June 5 Field Day
June 9 Last Attendance Day

8:00 AM-9:30 AM
Report Cards Issued

June 21 Fat herds Day
President Michelle Bolek July 4 Independence Day
Vice President Ruth Hansel August 12 Parent Information Day
Treasurer Liz DO6Andre 9:00 AM-1:00 PM and
Secretary Maureen Scumaci 6:00 PM-8:00 PM
Second Vice President Jen lannantone August 25 Open House Kindergarten
Second Treasurer Cindy Murray 5:30 PM-7:30 PM -
Second Secretary Alex Gajda Open House Grades 17-5
6:00 PM-7:30 PM
August 26 First Day of School
Half Day 8:00 AMi 11.00 AM
August 27 First Full Day of School
8:00 AM-2:30 PM
Are You Planning A Move?
If you are planning to move over the
summer and your child/children will not be >
attending Fernway for the next school year, “N\
|l ease call the school é6s ffice as. s00 a s
P Hof LunchE8rm& ° i ¥31°2009

possible at 349-3810. Please ask for Mrs.
Winblad and she will help you with the
necessary arrangements.

School Supply Kits

School Supply Kits will be available on
August 12" at Parent Information Day for
those that ordered during the previous
school year. If you are unable to pick them
up that day, you may pick them up in the
office after that date. If you have any
problems with your kits, please call

Michelle Bolek at 364-0575. F%:
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Please | ook for your s
Lunch forms in your <chi
that you will receive at Parent Information

Day on Wednesday, August 12, 2009. The

Hot Lunch forms will not be distributed to

the students the first week of school, as

there will only be three school days to turn in

the forms with payment. These forms will be

due to the school by Friday, August 28" i

NO EXCEPTIONS! Remember i If you will

be ordering Hot Lunch for your student for

the Fall 2009 order, you must complete the

Hot Lunch forms that will be inside your
student 6s Parent I nformation
packet and return the forms with payment in

a marked envelope to your chi
teacher no later than Friday, August 28",

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! YOU MUST

PI CK UP YOUR STUDENTG6S P. T. O.
PACKET AT PARENT INFORMATION

DAY!
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PTO Spending Update

The following purchases and donations were
made possible due to the generous support
that Fernway PTO receives from our families
through our many fundraisers, such as
Market Day, Hot Lunch Program and Pop,
Magazine Drive, Entertainment Books,
Wrapping Paper Fundraiser, General Mills
Box Tops, PTO Membership Drive, Spirit

Purchased supplies and paint for the new T2 1
playground games to be painted on the } I
school 6s playground ar e ‘J
L |
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Purchased assignment notebooks for all
students in third, fourth, and fifth grades

Purchased prizes, including

L i mofgr éhe top magazine drive sellers

Sponsored top classroom prize partles for the

Wear, Scholarship Raffl egeneral#iflsiBBxIrdps fnréider t

Shop, Taffy Apple Day, School Supply Kits,
Skating Party and Basketball Game
Concessions, Marcus Theatre Ticket
Fundraiser, Chuck E Cheese Day, Target
Card Fundraiser, Food For Less Fundraiser,
Ink Cartridge and Cell Phone Recycling
Fundraiser, Jewel Shop and Share, Kemps
and Swiss Valley Caps Fundraiser, GFS
Fundraiser, and Tyson Labels Fundraiser.
The P.T.O. will continue to make purchases
to benefit our school and students during the
summer and into the fall.

Sponsored the fifth grade end-of-the-year trip
to Chicago, including lunch, buses, T-shirts,
and Soldier Field tour admission

Sponsored free Pizza Day to all students,
including soda

Sponsored free McDonal dbés
Day to all students

Awarded gift certificates to the top three
classrooms in P.T.O. membership drive

Donated $2,000 to the Learning Center for the
purchase of new materials

Donated $300 to purchase new PE materials

Donated $300 to purchase new recess
materials

Donated $300 to purchase new materials and
instruments for music

Donated $300 to purchase new materials for
the art room

Donated $100 per classroom and student
support area for new classroom materials

Donated $75 per classroom to update their
classroom libraries

Allotted $75 per classroom and student
support area for classroom consumable
purchases

Sponsored top classroom prize parties for the
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Kempdéds and Swiss Valley Caps fun

Purchased P.O.P.S. prizes

Purchased prizes fortheSant a6s Secret

raffle
Sponsored the VOCO Music Assembly
Sponsored the Miss lllinois Assembly

Sponsored two fAAbraham[-
Assemblies

Sponsored Math Night

Sponsored the Polar Express Day for all
students

Speci al Lunch

Donated to the Kirby School District 140
Project RIDE

W

Shop

Donated $150 to Andrew Party 0609

Donated $200 to District 140 P.T.O./John
Bannes Scholarship

Donated $1000 to the recipient of the Maureen
Hall Memorial Scholarship

Sponsored the kindergarten field trip to the
Rialto Theatre to seetheper f or manc e,
Give a Pig a Pancakeo

Sponsored the first grade field trip to the
Rialto Theatre to see the performance,

fiJames and the Giant Peacho

Sponsored the second grade field trips to the
Field Museum and La Mex Restaurant

Sponsored the third grade field trips to Naper
Settlement and the Adler Planetarium

Sponsored the fourth grade field trips to Lake
Katherine Nature Center and the Moraine
Valley Community Center Theatre
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Sponsored the fifth grade field trips to the Purchased a new school sign for Fernway
Museum of Science and Industry, the Field School which will be installed before August
Museum, and the pizza lunch at their end of 2009
the year picnic
Thanks again for everyoneods
Purchased $75 in gift certificates for each and the Fernway P.T.O. hopes to have next
classr_oom and _support staff for classroom year be just as successful!
supplies at Christmas

Provided the annual renewal fee for the online
pod casts of Mrs. Jones and her music
classes

Purchased various classroom supplies, such
as dry erase marker sets, CD boom boxes,

and Kleenex for student support classrooms Parent Information Day

Purchased new Accelerated Reader software Parent Information Day for Fernway is

Wednesday, August12" from 9:00 AM to

Purchased gifts for Administrative Assistant s 6 1:00PM and 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Please

bay mark your calendars for this date. Your child
Purchased awards for the fifth grade top will receive their classroom assignment for
student and top reader in the Accelerated the 2009-2010 school year along with
Reader program information packets from the PTO and the

district office. Please visit us at the PTO
Donated $15 per classroom for each holiday tables and join our organization. Your $3.00
room party

is a donation and you are not required to
volunteer or attend any meetings. We will
have pencil cases, spirit wear, and many

Sponsored Fernwayds Par ent Ofefifegs forsale. you may glso be able to
pick up your school supply kits’if you have

Sponsored two staff appreciation luncheons

Purchased T-shirts for the track and field ordered one. For those that have

students volunteered for that day, we will be sending
a letter home with your scheduled times and

Purchased school calendar planners and you will get a follow up call over the

pens for all staff for Teacher Appreciation

summer. If you have any questions, please

Week call Michelle Bolek at 364-0575.

Purchased school calendar magnets for the
families that joined the Fernway P.T.O.

Provided pizza dinner for the Drama Club

Purchased four new tables for the Hot Lunch
program and for school usage .
Assignment Notebooks

Purchased butterfly cultures for the first

grade butterfly science unit Assignment notebooks are provided by the

Purchased pencils for Student of the Week P.T.O. and are free to all students in third,

prizes fourth, and fifth grades. Each student will
receive one semester notebook during the
Purchased Happy Birthday pencils for all first week of school and an additional
students semester notebook in January. The
classroom teachers will distribute the
Donated items to the school in honor of the notebooks to the students during the first

retirement of seven staff members at Fernway

School week of school.



Maureen Hall Memorial Fall 2009 Magazine Drive

Scholarship Fundraiser

Congratulations to Michelle Sivak, a senior Please save your magazine subscription

at Andrew High School. Michelle is the renewals over the summer, and watch for a

winner of the Maureen Hall Memorial flyer to come home soon regarding

Scholarship this year. The scholarship Fernwayds fall/l magazine drive
funding was donated f r onProtekds Fomyhés fundéaiser benefitthe e

proceeds and the sale of concessions at classroom |Iibraries and the s
skating parties and basketball games. The Learning Center. Thanks for your support!

scholarship is awarded to a former Fernway
student that is graduating from Andrew High

School and is chosen by a selection
committee at the high school. The Fernway
PTO would like to extend best wishes to 2 DVRN
Michelle in her future endeavors. e\”\\ ¢ L,/ L)
. B L
g //‘?(/
Thanks to all of the students who .
participated in the Maureen Hall Memorial Last Market Day for this School
Scholarship raffle. We raised $200 from this Year
raffle! Congratulations to our lucky raffle
winners: Our final Market Day sale for the 2008/2009
school year was May 27, 2009. | would like
1 Prize: Two tickets to a Chicago Cubs to thank all the people who supported
game: Olivia Kasper, Room 2-2 Fernway School and ordered Market Day.
Market Day profits help to pay for field trips
2" Prize: Two tickets to a Chicago Wolves and classroom consumables throughout the
game: Joseph Chirillo, Room K-1 school year. | would also like to thank the
dedicated volunteers who helped out every
3" Prize: Four tickets to a Joliet month. | don't know what | would have
Jackhammers game: done without these individuals. Thank you
Samer Sweis, Room 4-2 to all of you for volunteering your valuable
time to help out the children of Fernway!
4" Prize: Odyssey Fun World gift certificate: A very special thank you goes out to my co-
Ashley Bolek, Room 5-2 chair Marilyn Sciortino for all of her hard

" _ . . work and dedication both at Market Day
5'Prize: DickO0s Sporting e/ergmohthand behird the scenes.

certificate: Lindsay Kasper, Room K-2 Marilyn has been a tremendous help this
year and | truly appreciate all her hard
6"Prize: Connieds Pizza goKt certificate:
Amy Rediger, Room K-2 Market Day will begin again in September.
Have a great summer!!!
™Prize: Salinads Pizza gift certificate:
Meghan DeYoung, Room 2-4 Liz D6Andrea, Chairperson

8" Prize: Chicago White Sox autographed &

photo: Amanda Lindenberg, Room 4-4 '

th A : .
9" Prize: Chicago Bulls yearbook: A fundraiser like no other

Shana Vopelak, Room 4-4




Taffy Apple Day:

Amy Pomplun
Connie Ford

Jennifer Macie .
Dawn Bailye

Box Tops for Education: Amber Otway
Cindy Murray

A Special Thank You

Spirit Wear:

The Fernway PTO Executive Board would
like to extend a very special thank you to all
our committee chairpersons. Without their
hard work and dedication behind the
scenes, we would be unable to provide so

Tyson A+ Labels: Cindy Murray

many of the Alittle extraso that your <children
eni Classroom Gifts: Debbie Puckett
Joy. Michelle Bolek
We would like to extend a special thank you Ichetle Bole
to Debbie Puckett, Meg Bialka, and Mary Folders/Pencil Cases:  Ruth Hansel

Rymek. These ladies will be moving on to
Prairie View after this school year. All three
have served Fernway School and the P.T.O.
for many years. They all have truly been an
asset to our school and we will greatly miss

Jen lannantone
Alex Gajda

Skating Parties:

Maureen Hall Debbie Puckett

each of them.

Scholarship:

Magazine Drive:

Debbie Puckett

. Wrapping Paper Michelle Bolek
Hot Dog Day: Alex Gajda ear- ;
Kitty DeVries Fundraiser: Meg Bialka
Shop and Share: Maureen Scumaci
Pizza Day: '\D/Iebbis Pucllzett, Food For Less/ Ruth Hansel
ary kyme GFS/Pop Tops:
Jen lannantone
Lunch of the Month: Alex Gajda Ink Cartridges: Jan Lynch
Mary Kasper ; .
Keri Malone Milk Caps: JLa(;lriLér;yh
Pop: XelLssaol\t/larion Parent Information Michelle Bolek
mber Dtway Day: Liz DO6ANndrea
Ice Cream: Michelle Bolek Chuckie Cheese: Ruth Hansel
Ruth Hansel

Marcus Theatre: Mary Kasper

Melissa Marion
Jen lannantone

Room Parties:

Teacher

Representative: Terri Staffan

Market Day: Liz DO6Andrea

Marilyn Sciortino

Fernway Flash: Meg Bialka

Entertainment Books: Liz DO6Andrea

Santabés SecrbktzSbhboépndrea
Mary Rymek

Jackie Gardner

I've seen and met angels
wearing thedisguise of ordinary
people living ordinary lives.
~Tracy Chapman

Michelle Bolek
Mary Kasper

School Supply Kits:

Calendars/Notebooks: Ruth Hansel



Summer BBQ Stock -Up Items

Bulk items are great for graduations, picnic,
family reunions and any other special event
you are planning this summer. Look for the
products that have fun funds on it and a
portion will be donated to our school. Have a
safe summer, if you have questions, please
call Ruth at 403-0369.

Shop Food For Less All Summer
Long!

Summer is a great time to remember to
swipe when you shop at any location. If you
still need a card for you or a family member
or have questions, please call Ruth at
403-0369.

How Many Pop Tabs Did
Fernway Collect This Year?

Students donated 74,753 tabs to the
Ronald McDonald house charities this
year from Fernway. Keep saving those
tabs over the summerd see you in
September.

Another Great Year For Box Tops

| would like to thank everyone for a great

year and for all the box tops that you sent in.

The students of Fernway School collected

about 16,500 boxtops t hi s year, We coul
have done it with out you! | would like to

congratulate the classrooms of Mrs. Phillips,

Mrs. Simkins, and Mrs. Haynes; the winners

of the ice cream parties. Remember to keep

saving the box tops over the summer to turn

in for the next school year. We want to be

just as successful, if not more, than this

year. Congratulations to Madison Stewart,

from Mrs. Hastingsé classroom
winner of the Walmart gift card. | hope

everyone has a wonderful summer and we

will see you back in August!

Amber Otway Box Top Coordinator

Have a ASouper o Summer
School may be out for the summer, but
unfortunately, we wonédét be to
kitchens this summer. Please remember to

collect I abels from all Campb

Pepperidge Farm, and Prego products. The

label is the UPC code of the product and

reads the following:

AiEarn Free Stuff For Your
Your child may deposit these labels in the

collection container located in the Learning

Center when they check out books for the

next school year.

Tyson A+ Labels

While cooking those delicious chicken
dinners for your fami/l
guick minute to clip a
labels found on Tyson products. Send them

to school in a baggie or envelope with your
childds name and cl ass. Ever
raise money for your Fernway student!
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Cindy Murray, Tyson Coordinator



